Mouth Management for Increasing Your Influence

James 3:1-12

Petaluma Valley Baptist Church 

Dr. Rick Durst, Interim Pastor

Many in the Jerusalem church sought a ministry in teaching.  The tongue is the teacher’s main tool. No one should be offered a ministry of teaching who does not have a master of the mouth degree!
1.  I will measure my maturity by ____________ my words.  "If anyone is never at fault in what he or she says, that person is mature, able to keep the whole body in check."  James 3:2

· You steer your life with your tongue.

· What the heart beats, the tongue speaks.

"But the things that come out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man ‘unclean.’" Matt. 5:18 “For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks..."  Matt. 12:34b

2.  I will remember the incredible _____________ of my words.  "Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but what great things it can boast of."  James 3:5

3. I will respect the _______potential of the tongue.

"The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body.  It corrupts the whole person, sets the course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell."  James 3:6

· The sinful nature has a home in the tongue.

· Beware the backdraft of wicked words. 
4. I will confess my need for God's help to tame my tongue. "…but no man can tame the tongue.  It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison."  James 3:8 

· Set a backfire.  Isaiah 6:5-6
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· Meditate on Scripture. John 8:31-32; James 1:21; Ps. 1

· Make restitution.  Matthew 18:15

5.  I will let God use my mouth as an ____________.
"Out of the same mouth come blessing and cursing."  James 3:10 

Primer on the Power of Words 

  1) Words have the power to ​​​​​____________ people & character.  "Depart from me, I take no pleasure in you."

   2) Words have the power to ___________ performance & direction.  "Neither do I condemn you.  See that no worse sin befall you."

  3) Words have the power to ___________ performance & direction.  "Great is your faith."

  4) Words have the power to ___________ personhood and character.  "This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased."

"Let the words of my mouth… be acceptable to You, O Lord."  

_________________________________________

Seven Secrets of Fire Prevention for the Tongue
"But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then afterwards peace-loving, considerate, open to reason, merciful and fruitful, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of right relationships."  James 3:17 NIV (Adapted from Fax of Life by Rick Warren)

1. If I’m wise, I won’t c______________ my integrity. *

2. If I’m wise, I won’t a______________ your anger. 

3. If I’m wise, I won’t m______________ your feelings. 

4. If I’m wise I won’t p_______________ suggestions. 

5. If I’m wise, I won’t m_____________ your mistakes.  

6. If I’m wise I won’t m______________ your worth.  

7. If I’m wise, I won’t d____________ my true feelings. 
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