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“Fathers, do not exasperate your children, instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”  Eph. 6:4 NIV

“Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, or they will become discouraged.”  Colossians 3:19 NIV

Without courage, people will not engage and conquer the challenges and crises of life.  
Where do you get such courage?

Relationships give or take courage.  The more significant and enduring a relationship, the more capacity it has to encourage or discourage.  The greatest earthly source of courage is the home.

King David’s job was the same as any parent: to raise princes and princesses!  Moral courage is required.  

The encouraged feel anointed and come to two conclusions:

1.  I am ___________. “I matter and have value because I exist.”
2.  I am _____________.  “I can handle myself and my environment with competence and contribution.”
Six Ways to Encourage
D_______________ the courage of your convictions.


David and Goliath versus David and Bathsheba. 1 Sam. 17 & 2 
               Sam. 11
C_______________ your own failures and feelings.


Remember David, Uriah and Bathsheba.  2 Sam.  11-12, Ps. 51
Be _____________ to the changing motivations of your children.


Amnon asked to be alone with Tamar.  Absalom named his 
daughter, David’s granddaughter, “Tamar.” 2 Sam. 13
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C_______________ to clarify the standards of your home.


David’s silence wore down Absalom’s courage to resist 
vengeance.  2 Sam. 13
Pursue C_______________ not compliance. O______________, don’t agonize.  While David fretted and did nothing, Absalom plotted the 
destruction of David’s household and career.  2 Sam. 14
R______________ face to face ASAP.  Connection is everything. Don’t misunderstand the destructiveness of distance.  2 Sam. 15-18

David left Absalom on hold for two years without seeing him.
Resources

Dorothy Briggs, Your Child’s Self Esteem.  The classic!
Kathy Koch, Finding Authentic Hope and Wholeness

_________, How Smart Am I?  Parents Guide to Multiple Intelligences
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